
A Pastoral Letter on the 2019 Special General Conference  

 

Dear Members and Friends of Christ Church United Methodist, 

The General Conference in St. Louis addressing issues of human sexuality, specifically same-sex 
marriage and ordination of gay and lesbian clergy, has drawn to a close. This special conference 
began meeting on Saturday as a special called conference to consider the plans submitted by the 
Bishop’s Commission On a Way Forward.  
 
The votes taken and floor debate these past few days have been difficult for many of our LGBTQI 
friends and family members.  We your pastoral leadership team, acknowledge your pain and offer our 
support and prayers.  We are all available should you wish to share in prayer and conversation. 
Please call, email, or stop by in the days ahead. 
 
Yesterday, the General Conference voted to approve the Traditionalist Plan which retains the 

church’s stance disallowing same-sex marriage and ordination of self-avowed practicing 

homosexuals. The plan also includes language on strict enforcement and sanctions for pastors, 

churches or conferences which violate the Discipline. The constitutionality of the plan is undergoing 

review by the Judicial Council.  In addition, the conference passed legislation regarding disaffiliation 

for churches choosing to leave the denomination. This legislation is also undergoing Judicial Council 

review. 

The ramifications of these decisions will require interpretation and reflection. We along with Bishop 

Sandra Steiner-Ball and our conference leadership will be in much prayer and conversation as we 

move forward, beginning with a clergy gathering this Saturday, March 2.  Please pray for us and all 

our conference leaders in this process. 

 

What does this mean for Christ Church?  

Christ Church’s commitment to be a church of “Open Hearts, Open Minds and Open Doors” and a 

welcoming place for all has not changed.  We continue to affirm the sacred worth of all people and 

welcome the LGBTQI community in the life of our church. Our table is an open table, and this has not, 

and will not change. You, your family members and friends are always welcome here. 

As we watched and monitored the conference proceedings, the at times harsh debate and outcome 

of votes taken have pained our hearts also.  We remain committed to our Lord Jesus Christ’s call to 

love and serve all  as we affirm our Lord’s invitation in Matthew 11:28  - ”Come to me all you that are 

weary and carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest”. 

Please pray for us and our church as we strive to be faithful leaders in seeking God’s will as a 

community of faith, hope and love serving as the hands of Christ. 

May God’s grace and peace be with you all. 

Dr. Jay Parkins, Lead Pastor 
Rev. Jonathan Moon, Associate Pastor of Family Life 
Rev. David Donathan, Minister of Music  
 


